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Waterford School District American History
Summer Institute is First of its Kind in
Oakland County

June 13, 2007, Waterford, Mich. — The Waterford School District is offering a
American History Summer Institute, which is first of its kind in Oakland County, June
18-22. The Summer Institute is part of the Waterford School District’s three-year
American History Grant called "Historians and Teachers Together.' Participants will
include over 60 American History teachers from three grade levels: 5th, 8th and 10th.
The teachers have been attending content seminars throughout the year led by six
Oakland University historians who also serve as mentors to the teachers.

The American History Summer Institute will be the culminating event of this
year's grant activities. It will include lectures, workshops, musical performances, and
focus group discussions. Teachers will earn SB-CEUs and/or Oakland University credit
for attending the American History Summer Institute. The theme of the Institute is "The
Role of Multiple Perspectives in History". The historians will center on three different
historical eras: the American Revolution for fifth grade teachers, the Civil War for 8th
grade teachers and the Depression/World War Il for 10th grade teachers. Special
presentations include an "Afternoon with Christopher Columbus”, an interactive role-
playing experience on the Civil Rights Movement with the group "Living History" led by
Josh White, Jr. and a presentation on The Henry Ford by Dorothy Ebersole the

Education Curator at the museum.

-more-



The historian team includes: Dr. Karen Miller, Head of the History Department
at Oakland University and specialist in 20th Century American History; Dr. Matt Sutton,
Specialist in 20th Century American History; Dr. Dan Clark, Specialist in 20th Century
American History; Dr. Carl Osthaus, Specialist in 19th Century American History; Dr.
Todd Estes, Specialist in Early American History; and De Witt Dykes, noted specialist in
African American History. All the historians are published authors and working

historians as well as being on staff at Oakland University.
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American History Summer Institute, June 2007
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